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NEHEMIAH, iv. 10. 


And Fudah ſaid the ſtrength of the bearers 
ef burdens is decay'd, and there is MUCH 


RUBBISH; fo that we are not able to build 
the wall, 


A Z% A HIS, which was the complaint of 

T F* theſe good men of the tribe of Ju- 
Ye X27 « dah, in their day, when they were 
| rebuilding up Jeruſalem out of its 
ruined and deſolate ſtate, after a return from 
their ſeventy years captivity in Babylon, 
may aptly, and with much propriety, be 
applied to you the members and friends. of 


the ReFoRMING SociETY, met here at 


this time ; and furniſh a ſuitable ſubje& and 
matter of ſolemn diſcourſe—whoſe circum - 
ſtances and whoſe work are (in a moral 
ſenſe) much like what we read here 
of Jeruſalem and Nehemiah's.s And from 
the flood of wickedneſs and licentiouſnels, 


immorality and darkneſs that has broken, 


and is farther breaking in upon us ; if not 
op- 
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oppoſed. and expelled, we may fay (as in 
Jeremiah *) of our Britiſh land and Zion, 
«that ſhe mourneth, and the gates thereof I:n- 
guifh ; they he black upon the ground.-— Her 
walls and bulwarks, the care and vigorous 
endeavours of reformation, and the preſerv- 
Ing outward public order and decency (as 
well as the cultivating inward vital religion, 

and the doctrines and power of the goſpel, 

the only means that can promote and effect 
it) have gone ſadly backward, 'and for * fe- 
.veral years, hardly majntained a ſtand ; till 
by your /ate worthy exemplary attempt. _ 
-By which, as by the voice of a national pro- 
vidence, and a token of ſtill intended, long- 
enduring mercy, our princes and nobles, 
the rich and great, the common people, and 
the poor of our Iſrael; all are once more 
called upon, like theſe Jeruſalem repairers, 
in their ſeveral abilities and ſtations, tor their 
mnutual appearance, concurrence and help. 

—To aſliſt this purpoſe, and that thoſe now 
preſent may (by a divine bleſſing on what 
thall be ſpoken) get ſome profit by their at- 
tendance, let us ſee what improvement we 
can make of the text that has been read, 

doth for information and duty, and examine 
how the ſeveral parts of it agree to our- 
ſelves. 

In order to do this to our owh ufe as we 
ought, let us obſerve. 

v# Chap. xiv. V. 2. 


5), 


I.. Who, where. the inſtruments it ſpeaks 
of, the bearers Us burdens, employ d in the 


work. 


I]. Their cigtbatyd: with what thereof 


may relate to us, that their ſtrength <0as 
decayed. 


II ll. The impediment and diſcouragements, 
or (in the words here uſed) the much rubbiſh 


in the way, that obſtructed their ſucceſs, and | 
1s the ſtop to yours. 


IV. The helps they notwithſtanding found 


( and we ſhall find) that ſupported and 


carried them through to begin and proſe- 


cute the work with OST, 


And LasTLy, the APPLICATION, that 


is properly and ſealonably to be made of the 
Whole. 


I. Who were the inſtruments and bearers 
of burdens the text ſpeaks of that were to 


affiſt Jeruſalem in rebuilding her wall. 


Thele were the whole body of the peo- 


ple, that were to join in, and take their ſe- 
veral parts of the work : none were left out 
or diſcharged from it, as an  expeCted 
duty ; or could ſuppoſe' or pretend them- 

ſelves exempted or excuſed ; however they 
might behave themſelves, as enemies and 


oppoſers of the public good, and might ſhew 


their difinclination, or little aftection to the 
undertaking. 


2 '- "The 


Ko 
*"The't names arid conditions of the | princi- 

pal of theſe that were fo woithily employ'd, 

you have recorded very barttularly in the 
hzpter before the text—them that diſtin- 
guiſhedly honour God, he hath ſaid, he'eo:!l 
@anour, and Jeaves their names on laſting 
record in his holy word; as well as he hath 
put them into the book of life. -' Agreeably 
to hat is ſpoken in the prophet Malachy * 
of thoſe that eminently feared the Lord, that 


@ hook of remembrance, of ſuch, was written 


before-him ; and of thoſe that chought upon his 
name —to whom 1s made this gracious, en- 
couraging promiſe, They ſhall be mine, ſaith 
THE LoKkD oF HosTs 71 that day when I make 
up my jewels, and T will ſpare them as @ mann 
arech brs own fon that fſerveth him, dis 
Of theſe repairers, theſe noble and vo- 
kantary bearers of burdens, that in'this paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture are iramortally famous, the 
firſt we are told that roſe up + was the High: 
Prieſt, with his brethren—4dignity and ea Y 
ſtations of life, did} not make them thin 
ices” above: or aſhamed of the 
honourable employmetit—rh2y roſe up — an 
expreſſion intirnating their forwardneſs. and 
_ aCtivity—reformation and repairing of our 
fallen bulwarks ſhould” be firſt ſet on foot 
by the miniſters and watchmen of the ſanc- 
trary ; who are to ſtir up, an#lead others 
on,: by their exhortation and example. — 


Fi! a 


* Chap. iti, v. 16, $8 + Neh. ul 2, 
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They that are illuminated to have .the true 
knowledge and underſtanding in, and. are 
diſpenſers of the ſaving word, are 6th 

their preaching and living, to ſet it forth, and 
ſhew it accordingly, —as we read Haggai, 


and Zacharias, and Ezra, + (cotemporaries 


with Nehemiah) the prophets and prieſts of 
the Lord did ; encouraging and ſtrengthen- 
img this people, w with comforting arguments 
and divine promiſes, againſt the many ad- 
 verfaries that roſe up to ſcoff at, and oppoſe 
them round about. 

After theſe we find the reſt of the people 
built ; the governors and heads of houles, 
each one with their families, in their ſeveral 
appointed places. When all hands unite 
in a good cauſe the buſineſs they ſet - about 
will go on: faſt and proſperouſly—and weread 
of one; eſpecially diſtinguiſhed and honoured 
for his zeal herein, Baruch the ſon of Zab- 
bai (or Zacchai) it is ſaid of him (v. 20.) 
that he earneſtly repaired—his heart and de- 
light was in it, and gave a ſhining pat- 


rh for others—at the 5th. verſe mention 


is made of the Tekoites who themſelves (in- 
deed) aſſiſted, but a note of diſgrace is added 
(and would to God it was the only caſe) that 


their nobles put not their neck to the work of 
the Lord — Evil examples, or negle& of 


od ones in the rich and great are a grief to 
the truely religious, and diſpiriting to all— 
are apt to have a pernicious influence on 


+} Ezra vi, 13. 
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their -. dependants- and all elſe of a lower 
claſs: and ,in- the caſe. before us, might 
make others backward and refuſe lending. a 
helping hand, and cauſe this complaint (1 
the -text) of Judah (of which tribe the Te- 
Koites were a part) the ſtrength of the bearers 

of burdens is decayed—which was the 

- 4J.. Head to be conſidered. . _ 
: This, as has been juſt obſerved, was from 
the indifference, want of zeal Lg declin- 
g-principles of thoſe, who by their cha- 
ae and ſtations in life ought to have 
been , moſt forward in ſetting. a leading 
example to the whole community, and was 
a viſible and deplored degeneracy from the 
Gmplicity and active, temper of bctter times, 
of which memorials are leſt us in the la- 
cred records ; and of men that we find 


_there of an excelJent ſpirit, famous i in their 
: generations. — 


And has our own Send tori been leſs bleſt? 
We have had men alike eminent for inte- 


.grity, wiſdom and courage ; . councellors, 
and perſons in higheſt office, of abilities to 
know and diſcern. the figns of the times, and 


of .probity and fortitude to adviſe and act 
accordingly—nobles and ſtateſmen, ſena- 


tors and magiſtrates, remarkable be behav- 


ing worthily, and filling up their characters 
with dignity, 'in their zeal and regard for 
piety and religion, and the diſcountenancing 
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and cruſhitie iniquity and kSes=—avi 
fearing God, and hating covetouſneſi=—were 
eſteemed and accounted a public-ſpirited; 
honeſt, politically wife and valiant race of 
men, and were ever while fuch a Pons, 
a happy and ſucceſsful people. 


' In the glorious days of our firſt reformers 


and holy martyrs and thoſe that ſucceeded, 
we enjoyed a number of excellent biſhops 
renowned for their devotion, labours and 
orthodoxy ; careful to preach, and exact of 
their dioceſes, a cloſe adherence to our pure 
and ſound articles, and {as the ſcripture has 
expreſt it) * valiant for the truth upon the 
earth. — Contending earneſtly for the faith once 
delivered to the ſaints. + We had a clergy 
every where reſpected ; grave and meck, 
not loving pleaſures, remarkably aftectionate 
to the cauſe of CurisT, and intereſts of his 
goſpel; feeding painfully and wholefomiy 
the ſouls of their flocks, 


We were known in our cities and villages 


tor having many praying perſons, and pray- 
ing families — contented with making ap- 
pearances ſuitable to their circumſtances, 
profeſſions and.ſtations—nor led away with 
the pleaſures and faſhionable exceſſes, the 
idle cuſtoms and pride of the world ; but 
were diligent, uſeful and of approved fide- 
lity in their Callings—made conſcience of h- 

ving 


* ſerem, 1X. 2. + Tudev. 2. 
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ving like Chriſtians themſelves, of governing 
and training up their children and ſervants 
with ſtriftneſs, in economy and a regard to 
Gop, and duties, and fabbaths, | 

Our men of diſtinguiſhed rank and title, 
and thoſe' that abounded in wealth ——. 
inftead of having their names placed foremoſt 
(in public print) at promoting horfe-rac-s, 
gaming aſſemblies, and nurſeries of vices, 
and huriful diverſions — inſtead of laviſhing 
their eſtates in extravagant entertainments, 
treats and balls, and on modiſh expenſive 
_ equipages—of engaging in parties and aflo- 
ciations, mean and ſordidly ſelfiſh, and too 
plainly of an apparently enſlaving tendency ; 
they were ſtudious of methods to relieve or 
employ the induſtrous poor, apprentice out 
their burthenſome off-ſpring, or deſtitute or- 


phans—to endow the ſmall livings of labo- 


rious neceſiitous miniſters with comfortable, 
| ſufficient maintenance; and keep houſes and 
tables, open and filled, for refreſhment of 
their dependant neighbours 'with families, 
and induſtrious tenants—where do we now, 
ſcarcely, hear of a noble perſon or gentle- 
man of plentiful fortune, founding a ſchool 
for the children of the poor ; augmenting 
an impoveriſhed living in his patronage, or 
looking into the moral behaviour, and keep- 
ing up a religious diſcipline ameng his do- 
meſtics? How many antient books of excel- 

| lent 


(f11)) 


lent ſenſe” and” piety do you "fee with;.the 


Names of perſons of otit firſt quality before. 
the dedications ? And how ſew (or do you 


ſee any in this day) vhleis ſome-modern no- 
vel or play, with 'Thoſe of a great lord or 
lady prefixed 2s patrons ? — This has often 
in the conſideration aftorded deep.it con+ 


cern. — Are wen every of the aforenamed 
inſtances ALL what we were — or, alas! in 
ſome » that have been mentioned, may we. 


nut fear we have tov much reaton for the 
men'of. Fuiah's complaint, theat our flrength 
2s decayed, and we become like them — 
finfully- diminiſhed and weakened. pcople; 
Which will lead/me in obſerving, PUTT 
- UE The impediments and difcourage- 
ments, that obſtructed the building the walls 
of theirs, as (in an equal ſenſe) it does that 
of our Jeruſalem ; the much rubbiſh the text 


ſpeaks. of, that ſtops all defired progreſs, and. 


clogs it with delay,” as well as yields a pro- 

pect the moſt unpleafing and diſheartning. 
Where a wall of defence, of a large and 

mighty city or kingdoin, is become greatly 


ruinous, or fallen down, the care and for» 


mer attempts for reformation at a ſtay, or 
tor any. conſiderable time laid aſide ; moun- 
tains of filth will gather, 2nd weeds of every 
hurtful kind, ſhoot up and grow — while 
men ſlept, our Lord obſerving in the para- 


ble, the eremy ſerved tares, And what plen-. 
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t iul crops of theſe, even in every place, are 
ſprung up among us. — We profeſs to call 
ourſelves the people of the Lord—a proteſ- 
tant, reformed people ; and yet how very 
little (conſidered in the whole) of this ap- 
pears ! -— how little of the love of God, and 
of his holy truth are to be ſound among as | 
— What contempt in ſome ? what neglect 
in others? and what indifference in the 
moſt, does too viſibly appear | — What a 
lukewarmneſs and coldneſs, and deadneſs, 
and formalizy, a meer ſhew and hypocriſy, 
are the generality ſunk into! — Where will 
you hear ſcarcely any perſon ſpeak, a ſerious 
and aftetionate word at moſt, of the things 
of God, and of the great ſalvation ? — Nay, 
this is made now a mark of unpoliteneſs, 
ignorance, and rude breeding ; that ought 
to be the glory of our tongues, and the 
pleaſure of our hearts—the teſtimony of our 
reaſon, and the evidence of our ſenſe, and 
good underitanding — for the fear of the 

Lord, THAT 15 wIs8DOM, * ond by IT men 
depart jrom evil. + Does the ordinary con- 
verſation of moſt ſhow that they walk any 


other ways than after the courſe of this world 
1m their whole deportment, ſpeeches and ac-_ 


tions ?—And if perſons ſhow any concern to 
promete the power and hfe of religion in 
their own or neighbour's ſouls, is not this 

{cofted 


* Tob. XXViil, 28, + Prov. Xvi. 5. 
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{coffed at, made ſuſpicious — at beſt pity'd F. 
and loathed with ſome ill-intended appella- b 
tion, and the charge of being righteous over- # 
much—and the greater part of good people Fl 
are aſhamed out of their duty and beſt in- t 
tereſts by a ſinful regard for the opinions of q 
men, and the fear of a name. — A chriſtian 4 
openly (while at the ſame time prudent- 1 
ly) zealous for the honour, and intereſts, J 
and goſpel of his Maſter, is a rare thing, 4 
and may be ſaid of them, as of Joſhua, and 7 
This brethren, in the book of Zechariah, zhey h 
are men wondering at, and if the Son of | 
Man was now to come, might it not {com- A 


paratively) be aſked, as he foretold, ſhould 
be find faith upon the earth ? *—And if judg- 
ment, as the ſcripture hath declared, muſt 
firſt begin af tbe houſe of God + — may we 
not have too juſt cauſe to dread that he go1/! 
viſit for theſe things, and his ſoul be avenged 
on a people like this? 
How high a ſpirit of pride, in all the 
extravagant faſhions and luxuries, has 1n- 
| fected and infatuated the many different 
: ranks of perſons, eſpecially of the younger 


fort—how mad a love and impatience after 
l public diverſions and pleaſures have unbent 
" | the mind and led the purſuits of moſt into 
I all the entertainments of levity and ſentual 
, delights—and particularly made the lives of 
; ls C2: our 


7 Luke xviii, 8, + 1 Pet. iv. 17. 
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our people of fortune and diſtinftion little elſe 
than a buſy attendance on idleneſs, riot and 
folly—very little of any thing, but meetings 
for c muming the time of mornings and 
EVeniigs ; At "Youts and aſſemblies, that are 
ſpread now almoit into every conſiderable 
town in the country ; to ſpoil the innocency 
and implicity of the natives with falſe no- 
tions of 11:;c—to encourage vanity in drels, 
and the aireCtation of appearance ; in a neg- 
le&t of the government, and right education 
of families to beget a paſſion and fondneſs in 
the utmoſt exeſs for muſic, dancings, cards, 
and revellinzs, and oratifying the luſts of the 
fleſh, of the eye, and the pride of life ; and 
_ diffpate and root out all ſerious, uſefal con- 
fideration and thought.——Theſe have almoſt 
_ engrofſed the inclinations and attentions of 
the rich and great to the excluſion of better 
antient living and famed Engliſh hoſpitality : 
and corrupted, in ſome meaſure, the whole 
body of the pzople—where all theſe vanities 
which are our ſhame once known, or ever 
practiſed by the early primitine followers 
of Chriſt, or ſuch as paſſed by the name of 
his diſciples ?—or by our better, wiſer an- 
ceſtors ?—1is this a denying ourſelves, daily 
taking our Lord's croſs and not conforming 
to, and being "dead to the world, that his 
precepts enjoin us ?P—have not men, ſome 


how or other, been made to believe that 
there 
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there may be ſuch a thing as a profeflion, 
and becoming Chriſtians, as will agree with 
all the cuſtoms, and paſhons, and intereſts, 
and pleaſures and the whole courſe of this 
world to which it is directly oppoſite and 
| that we may be ſaved without any of thoſe 
diſpoſitions and qualifications that fit us for 


falvation and make us capable of enjoying 


it, 

Did weever hear of ſuch cruel mercenary 
artifices as. have been of late invented to in- 
troduce a perpetual ſcarcity, and enhance 
the price of proviſions ? from the motives of 
a diſhoneſt, brutal covetouſneſs, and to grind 
and oppreſs the faces of the induſtrous la- 
bouring poor, the ſupport of our manufac- 
tures, and the ſtaff of our land ! But, 
alas, theſe are not all —(muſt I add)——the 
notorious breaches and Profanations of the 
 Sabbath—the Blaſphemies and Oaths that 
are poured out 1n every place, for which we 
are infamous above all other nations upon 
earth; the too-ſeldom reſtrained and pu- 
 niſhed comiſſions of the moſt open and 
ſhameleſs lewdneſs, and, with horror I ſpeak 
it, even of unnatural wickedneſs. Our bare- 
faced immoralities, and noon-day drunken=- 
neſs.—And what ſhall we ſay to thefe ſad 
appearances ? — to theſe heaps and moun- 
tains of all kinds of fins that block up our 
ſteps, and diſable our hands !—the deſtruc, 
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tion of enſnared and corrupted youth, and, 
in the end, will pull down the execution of 
delay'd, though deſerved fore judgments, 
and our total ruin — we are preparing to x 
murder the bodies and ſouls of our unhappy 
children, and the rifing generation by our 
many evil, unreſtrained examples, if we do | b 
Not all in our power to diſcountenance and {| 


prevent them. — Ah! what will our youth P 
think and ſay of their fathers in their ill, By 
(and likely to prove,) worſe ſucceeding + 

times, it theſe evils continue to be connivd A 7 
at, and unpuniſhed ! — will they not curſe , 
their names and memories ? and follow them  ! } 
to aggravate their ſufferings and condemna- bs 
tion in a dreadful world of eternal ſorrows ! = 
—Can you be men, and fin on with ſuch i 
a thought ! —or ſuffer it filently and unre- p 


proved, and, if you are able, unreformed 
in others ?—and how more ſad 1s it, in ſfach 
a ſtate of things to be ſenſeleſs of dangers— i 


to be ſinking into indifference, or elſe har- Y 
dening our hearts, : 


I would yet encourage in myſelf and o- 
thers better hopes ; and would take it as a S* 
token from God of good upon us, that he 


. VIE” . T 
has put into your hearts, the reviving of K- 
{auch a ſociety—anintimation I would humbly 


truſt that he has deſigns of mercy ſtill in > 
ftore for this our dear and native land, not- 

withſtanding all our already mentioned 
F444 | | threat- 
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threatening ſymptoms, that he will continue 
to be yet the glory in the midſt of us, and 
upon all that glory, will be a defence, which 
brings me to the laſt head of this diſcourſe, 
VIZ. 


IV. The helps theſe highly commended 


builders found (and yay ſhall find) that ſup- 


ported and carried them through, to begin 
and proſecute their work with ſucceſs, 

And the ſupports that they found, (and 
you will find,) to this, was, the aſſurance 
what they did was for the Almighty's ho- 
nour, and the conſcientiouneſs of its being 
their duty, and their obedience to his com- 
mn were ſenſible they were called 

to it by the invitation that was given them 
in the ſeaſonable offer of a gracious Provi- 
dence that prompted firſt the thought, fur- 
niſhed the means, and inclined, as one man, 
ſo many hearts. — As your direction and 
motives for further encouragement—have 
your eyes up to Chriſt, the eſtabliſhed head 
and king of his church, who has ſaid, he 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt tt, in 
whoſe canſe and warfare, and in concur- 
rence in his labours, you are liſted ; which 
was that he might deſtroy the works of the de- 
vii—who has given his invariable promiſes 
that he will ſtand by all his faithful fervants, 
and bis firength ſhall be perfeed in their 
weakneſs ; and no weapon formed againſt m_ 
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our. work, Ab -whom_alt your ſtrength, 
os it is to be derived. —Fle has ſmiled upon 
your deſign, in heJping you to do that good, 
Already brought about by your hands — 
which is an earneſt he will do more and 
ſtill © greater things by you. And as' a 
confirmation of your minds that you have 
the' molt reaſnnable 'and warranted grounds 
to expect theſe ſupplies, and your ſucceſs 
from CuR1sT, the two or three following 
inſtances I ſhall mention, will give you 
much aſſurance and comfort if they are well 
fixed, and often mceditated in your minds. 
Your. conſideration, that all knowledge 
and wiſdom is lodged effentially in CrgrsT, 
gives you foundation for your ſtrongeſt en= } g 
couragement, in expecting from Him all 
the light and direCtion "that in every caſe } C 
ſhall be neceffary for you—1f any man lack 
20i/dom, and 'who is without his' wants of | 
this ? And you, 1n the many intricacies and "7 
difficulties that w if frequently obtrudethem- 
ſelves in your way, muſt be ſuppoſed to have 
the largeſt" meaſure of theſe wants, the' m8 
vine. direQtion is, /et it aſe it of Go ; | M 
him 'take the requeſted benefaQion | [Rp | 
the hands of CuRIsT who hath received mos --- 4 
(and this ajnong them)" /or the ſons off men, ] 
in YÞom. 3 is Jud and laid up all the treaſures ; 
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of 181/dom and knowledge. And the word of 
truth has added—** who giveth liberally.” 
Again, the inveſtiture that he, as medrator, 
hs received of all the direftion and diſpo- 
ling of events in the whole kingdonr of na- 
ture and providence, as well as m the ſpiritugl 
one of ſalvation and grace, will lead you 
in ycur conſiderations to place an entire con-= 
fidence in him for ſupplies of neceſſary ſuc- 
cours and the moſt certain ſucceſs. Upon his 
f:ndingouthis poor few, weak unpromiſing in- 
{truments in the eſtabliſhing of his church and 
kingdom, in oppoſition tothe rage and violent 
hoſtilities of the world, and the whole com- 
| bined powers of infernal darkneſs (an at» 
tempt 1n itſelf, of the moſt hopeleſs uncon- 
querable difticulty) he animates them with 
the account of his own ſovereign uncon- 
troulable authority, with THis WORE or 
_ Commiss1oN, and aſſures them from his 
mouth, who was THE TRUTH, ALL, | 
power 75 given to me in HEAVEN ANdEARTH, i 
—ALL POWER |—to ſubdue his enemies [| 
and uphold his ſervants !—-ALL POWER {— 
to give ſucceſs to a! their religious enterprize, 
and fruſtrate all their enemies beſt Jaid de- 
figns ; make this then your armour of de- 
fence. The maſter you ſerve under 1s om- L 
aipotent to ſupport you in the weightieſt bur- | 
dens of your duty, and ſtrongeſt oppoſition 
of your adverfaries. And what he is omni- 


1D potent 


AG 
potent to do, he as- afliiredly will do, for be 
7s faiibful (alfa) who has promiſed ® and re- 
maineth un changeably faiuhful } — He CAN 
XoT deny brmpelf. 

Once more {and as a concluſion) 

The conſider: tion of his efficacious, rich. 
1; abundant facrifice that removed IN ONE 
DAY all the iniquity of b7s /and, Q will hearten 
you up in all your attempts, and prove your 
Arongeſt encouragement, in labouring to 
reform a ſinful, ſtift-necked, and gain-ſaying 
people. What could not be effected in all 
thoſe very many days and years, and by thoſe 
innumerable ſacrifices offered under the law, 
the all-performing Sor of Gop, and Almighty 
delrverer of men, completed by ONE SACRI1- 
FICE and in ONE DAY—ſuch ſuperlative, 
amazing might was there inthe man of Gop's 
right band-the fon of nian which mt bad 
made fo ſtrong for his 0WN 8ELF——and it re- 
' maineth undiminiſhed. and ever the ſame— 
- mx. altereth not—nx that has worked in you 
| bath to will and to do (make not the leaſt 
doubt; will alſo work for and by you— Ard 
7} be WILL work, who ſhall let? 

I proceed nuw to the 
APPLICATION of what has been Jekvendd, 
And 1ſt let me (as briefly as 1 can }'addrefs 
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of-this uſeful truly, honourable ſociety--who 
when. the ſtrength of the bearers of burdens 
was decayed, by the deaths, fallings off, de- 


clenſfions and coolings of this former reform- 


ing body, fo that the name of a fociety, once 
fo flouriſhing, was ceaſing in a manner from 
-amoneglit us, have been ſtirred up, in theſe 


few years paſt, to re-aſlociate and offer your- 
ſelyes willingly in contributing fo large a 


 thare of your time, labours and ſubſtance in 
- reviving. and carrying on ſo good and necel- 


fary a work.-You have the thanks and 


' praiſes of all truly wiſe and good men of 


whatever party ; and happy would it be for 
them and for this land—ourſelves and chil- 
dren if you had the encouragement and help 
of all their hands, in aſſiſting you (notwith- 
ſtand the much rubbiſh that difcourages and 
retards it) in building up and finiſhing 
this our ſecuring wall—— A reformation 
as you are generouſly attempting of our 
great metropolis, 1s Z/:s to it and its ſecurcth 
bulwarks, and you (if any) may be called 
the repairers of breaches, the reſtorers of 


paths (as are wanted and much wiſhed) to 


dwell in.—To animate you in relolation un- 
der your many and various difficulties, per- 
mit me to recomend to you often to read 
over this hiftorical book of Nehemiah. (the 
good and lively patterns of a true rtctor- 
mer, from which I have choſen this pallage 


of 
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off my text; ; together with'that proceeding one 
of Ezra) pather from, and apply to ysur- 
ſelves all thoſe direftions,” exhortations en-. 
couragements and ſucceſs that you find theſe 
noble builders were bleſt 'with, -and that ſpi- 
rited them on—The ſame God is with you” 
that appeared in fo eminent a manner on. 
their fide—and fix yourſelves in the perſua-: 
fion that more and greater are they that are 
_ for you, than they that dare or can be againſt: 

ou — Need I counc] you to the imitation 
of theſe wiſe and proſperous builders of-Jeru- 
falem every one (it 18 {aid chap. iv. verſe 17.) 
with one of his hands rought in the -work, 
and with the other he held a weapon,—Your 
own prudence I doubt not will fo temper 
your zeal as, both of them, to be your guard 
3nd quickener in your work.—-l ſhall not 
take upon me In any part of this to think it 
neceſſary, or myſelf capable of offering you 
direction.-— your eyes and minds have occa- 
fions more than fufficient preſ-nted and [ 
have no queſtion will be turned and fixed in 


making your exertions upon - the properctt, 


that is, the moſt offenſive and hurtful ob- 

jets—particular!y as our hopes and expec- 

tations mult be in a great meaſure placed upon 

he riſing generation, and as a city ſo popu- 
Tous muſt have a number of youth and tuch 
43 Are ApPret: 1Ces,-—-Attention ſhould be paid 
l et- 
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eſpecially to- theſe eircuraſtance3 OR. WH, 
ul 


the good. order. of families and the faith 
_ diligent, diſpateh . of buſineſs io. mych de-. 


'; 7 Py 


If h4meful and indecent pictures are fuf-. 


gd to be expoſed in ſhops, fo offenfive to 
every: ſober and modelt caller by, it will taint, 
| their early ideas, and poilon their imaging» 
tiens—the firſt door and anlet to all Gn 


and - enflame their paſſions with the love, 
of vice, that will Ica& them to every evl 


praftice—theſc, and whatever elſe 35 of hot 


Lind, ought every where to be fuppret: ; 
- more wickedneſs may be Jearnt- 13 one Me 
nate by the eye, from any. 3ll repreſentation 
or example than by any other means — the 
like infeQion may be caught by the cer from 
thoſe {warms of idle ard vagrant fongiters 
that gather diſorderly crouds, and income 
mode the Ereets, detaining youth 03- thear 
lawful meſſages, defrauding matters 0 their 
time, and inſtilling the ſentiments of ebſce- 
nity and leudnels and breaking down the 
fences of baſhfulnets and modeſt; Which are 
the defence of GLudren and younger perſons 


—— and above a3, the thronging the public 


and moſt principal. ways, by nightly ſhame- 
leſs proſtuutes, who warch chiefly to ſeduce 
and make a prey of the younger and, inex- 
perienced, pn, zeturning from. ther Jabwpurs, 


- palling 
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paſſing on errands of buſineſs, or from viſit« 
ing their friends, is a ſnare that has proved 
the moſt ruinous to multitudes of youth, and 
threatens every one, -= Theſe I have nam- 
ed as popular mifchiefs that lay moſt or- 
dinarily in the way of corrupting and hurting 
thoſe in earlier life, tho' they are indeed mat- 
ter of offenſive complaint to all ; and 
would particularly recommend to your at- 
tention and vigilence in all ways in your 
power to keep under and repreſs — fo ſhall 
many rife up, and call you bleſſed, both of 
thoſe that are endangered, and, if God ſhall 
give them a right mind, of the offenders 
themſclves. — Every unkind refleftion made 
upon your fociety is a refletion upon the 
laws, which you do no more than execute 
and enforce, and we might as well, to any 
purpoſe, have been without, if not enforced 
and executed you have therefore the 
higheſt ſanctions, and the ſtrongeſt unan- 
ſwerable defence —— and may you unani- 
mouſly go on and hold out in your way, 
with your eyes and prayers directed up to 
God for wildom and ſucceſs, till the viſible 
effefts of your good undertaking become 
Tnore generally and remarkably conſpicuous 
—this was good Nehemiah's praftice you 
will fee, (c. it. iv.) he entered upon his. re- 
forming deſign with prayer—and may you 
find many continually, who ſhall be moved 


( 25) 
by your worthy example, In uniting with 
you; and encouraging and ſtrengthening your 
hands, | 

- That leads me in the cloſe of all, to aS- 
dreſs in your behalf, the other part of this 
aſſembled and reſpected auditory (at preſent) 
not of your number, or Joined to your fo- 
city. 
My friends and chriſtian brethren, you ſee 
awhat an excellent and beneficial deſign mary 
of your countrymen, neighbours, and fellows 
citizens (perhaps of your acquaintance) have 
united and engaged in, as individuals in the 
_ fame community, who have children, fami- 
Hes or relations ; none of you but muſt be 
ſenſible of its real expediency and uſe to the | 
public, and muſt ſhare in the happy con- 
ſequences and advantages refulting from it 
—need I, on this occaſion, betray ſuch an 
unkind ſuſpicion of your good inclinations 
and generofity as to preſs you with argu- 
ments to lend it the help of. your ſub- 
ſcriptions, or at leaſt your willing, and 
1 would hope, liberal contributions—— 
they are but few, comparatively, that have 
given in their names to the ſupport of this 
1o highly needful, but yet burthenſome and 
difficult, as well as expenfive, ſervice, —— 
In one or other of theſe ways it lies in every 
gne of your powers to lighten it and aflift, 
—— It you have any ſmall zeal or regard 
for 
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for the honour and obedience due to Al- 
miphty Gor, the Jaws of your native land, 
the preſervation and good order of the pre- 
ſent generation, and the welfare of poſterity— 
nay—, as theſe, in ſome inſtances or other, 
muſt afte& you} the true love of yourſelves, 
you will wan: no other motives to incline 
and perſnade you. How fit it is that {ome 
ſhould make 2 noble ſtand againſt immo- 
rality and breach of public laws, which were 
-Inftituted for our happineſs, peaceable go- 
vernment, and common ſafety, and reduce 
the offenders by admonitions, iricndly warn- 
ings, or wholſome puniſhment, back to 
order, or reſtrain the infuſton from ſpread- 
ing, and from further miſchief. — To ſce 
the r:al evil of any vice, it 1s not enough to 
vicw it in the. one or in the other. indivi- 
duals, we muft magnify the object, and look 


upon it as general —ſuppoſe, for inſtance, 


every perſon in a nation given up to the ſin 
of drunkenneſs, or ſabbath-breaking, or 
Ywofane ſwearing, or whoredom, and un- 
cleanneſs; what could you pronounce of 
ſuch a miſerable people ? how could ſuch a 
difordered ſociety longer exiſt, or what could 
keep off immediate, divine, and deſerved 
judgments ?—the evil and the certain ten- 
tency to ruin 1s the ſame m every {malleft 
inſtance, though not ſo univertal : and it al- 
lowable in any one gaſe will admit of the 

| fare 
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ſame plea m' all; fince no one 'can pre» 
tend an exemption” for himſelf that will-not . 
hold as ſtrong for the ſame liberty in every 
ene, and then what muſt become of ſuch as 
are, by natural, ſacred and civil conſtitu- 
tion, rational and ſocial beings—and,' in- 
deed of the world ?——This is the way in 
which we ſhould get our idea of any and 
every vice, —And will, or can any juſtly re- 
_ fle&t upon a fociety, combined in oppoſing 
and fuppreſfiing this in all its forms, or con- 
fcientiouſly-deny their requeſted ſupport and 
afiſtances to it, who profeſles to believe 
there is a holy God, that is a declared ha- 
ter and puniſher of all fin ? and a gracious 
Redeemer, that ſhed his' blood to atone for 
n, and was manifeſted that He might de- 
troy the works of the devil ? and a facred. 
Almighty Heavenly Spirit, that he has pur- 
chaſed for and promiſed to us to dwell in, 

govern and purify: our hearts. 
 Gop is calling, You, who will riſe up for 
me againſt the evil doers—or who will land 
up for me againſt the workers of iniquity.— 
And will you not take part with Him againſt 
tranſgreſfors ? and with them who com- 
mendably deſire and endeavour to reform the 
land ?—-Can you bear up under that charge 
LW, or at the awful judgment-day, in the 
thirteenth chapter of Ezekiel, You have not 
gone up into the gaps, or made up the hedge 
fer 
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for the houſe of Iſrael. —And was there ever 
more occaſion in a land hardly to be match 
ed, conſidering our advantages and preten= 
tions, for impiety.--—Do men thus make 
void: God's law, and 1s it not then time to 
work—high time for us to work for God, 
—and time for God to work for us —that 
all natural ſenſe of virtue, and even common 
morality, may not be loſt and trampled 
down, where chriſtianity, in the pureſt and 
moſt reformed mode of it is openly profeſſed. 
— 0 let theie thoughts be working in, and 
have their influence over, and enlarge you 
to a readineſs and liberality, both of your 
hearts and hands. — 'To which purpoſe it is 
proper I ſhould, in the conciufion, lay be- 
fore all here afl:mbled. the account of this 
ſociety for the REFoRMAT1on oF MAN- 
NERS, drawn up by themſelves ; that I ſhall 
read from their own paper, and in their own 
words. 
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ACCOUNT of :the SOCIETY 


FOR 


Promoting a Reformation of Manners. 


b 


S iewdneſs, drunkenneſs, profane ſwearing, Sab- 
bath breaking and the like, are vices moſt highly 
diſpcaſing to almighty God, and ſubverſive of the 
true intereſt and happineſs, not only of thoſe individual 
perſons who practice them, but, of every community 
where they are openly and frequently committed and 
indulged : ſeveral private perſons obſerving with con- 
cern, the growth of theſe great enormities, thought 
they could not do better ſervice to the publick, than 
by an attempt to reyive and proſecute the 'defigns of 
that great ſociety for reformation, which begun in the 
reign of king William, (about ſeventy years ago) and 
for a great length of time received countenance and ' 
aſiſtance, from many of the greateſt and wiſeſt per- 
ſons in the nation. | 
But being througkly ſenſible that an attempt of this 
ſort was of a very arduous and difficult nature, and 
would expoſe them to all the reſentment which ma- 
lice and wickedneſs could ſuggeſt, from thoſe who 
hate to be reformed, to obſtruct their deſign ; as well 
as fearing left ſuch a bold and unpopular attempt, 
might be cenſured by perſons of better character as 
over-officious, raſh and preſumptuous, they judged 
jt proper to follow the divine inftruction, (1. e.) with 
good advice make war ; and firſt they applied to many 
pi the reverend clergy in and about thus city, to know 
| | Not 


130.3 
their ſenſe of ſuch an undertaking, and being, in ge- 
neral, encouraged to proceed, they next addrefled rhem- 


ſ>]ves to the honourable Court of Aldermen of Lon- 
don, and the Benches of Juſtices, at Weſtminſter, 


and Hickes's-Hall ; and their purpoſe and deſign meet- 


ig with favourable reception from them : they then 
proceeded, by information to the magiſtrates, and 
| legal convictions, to attempt giving a check to open 
vice and prophanenels. | 

This deſign firſt revived in _the year 1757, fince 
which time upwards of TEN THOUSAND, wilful, and 
obſtinate offenders, have been brought to juſtice, 
ſuch as ſabbath-breakers, profane curters and ſwear- 
ers, gamblers, common proſtitutes, keepers of lewd- 
houſes, ſellers of obſcene prints, and fome for the 
- unnatural crime of ſodomy. 

Great and manifold have been the good effetts of this 
attempt, a greater zeſpect has been paid to the ſacred day, 
and public worſhip of almighty God—A better exam- 
ple ſet before children and ſervants. 
drinking in public-houſes on the Lord's-day much 
reſtrained, whereby the thoughtleſs poor, have in 
ſome meaſure been prevented from ſpending the fruits 
of their labour in drunkenneſs and exceſs on that day of 
facred leiſure and receſs from worldly buſineſs—and ma- 
ny conſcientious tradefmen and ſhopkeepers, who were 
carried down the ftream by the prevalence of an evil 
_ cuſtom among thoſe of the ſame calling, of buying and 

ſelling on the Chriſtian-Sabbath ; have been delivered 

from their diſagreeable bondage ; which they have 
often acknowledged yith great thapkfulneſs to this 
ſociety. Ns DD OD CSS, 

Many infamous houſes (the very ſinks of debauch- 
ery and wickedneſs) have been totally ſuppreſſed, and 
the keepers of them puniſhed. —Many ' hundreds of 
common proſtitutes have heen taken up, and commit- 
ted ; ſeveral of whom, (there is reaſon to believe) 
| have been brought to-ſerious repentance and a better 
life ; many of them have been induced to take refuge 
in the Magdalen-houſe : and others bave been placed 
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out to honeſt ſervice, by the help of the ſociety ; and 
many unwary youths have been prevented from falling 
a prey to the vicious intanglements of theſe unhappy 
abandon'd women, who lie in wait to deceive and to 
deſtroy. 

The ſociety have alſo printed and given away ſeveral 
thouſand books of inſtruction to pariſh officers, con- 
ſtables, &c. to direCt and inforce the due execution of 
their truſt—Diſſuaſives from Sabbath-breaking—Ex- 
tracts of acts of parliament, and warnings to offenders ; 
to prevent if poſſible the neceſſity of executing the laws 
againſt them. 

The neceflary expences attending theſe ſervices to 
the public have been very great; amounting ta 
near one thouſand pounds, but the malicious proſecu- 
tions of thoſe who have had their vicious gains ob- 
ſtructed by theſe means, have more than doubled that 
ſum; the iniquitous methods of falſe evidences, by 

which they gained advantage over the ſociety, have 
been publicly enquired into, and detected. 

It is therefore humbly hoped that chriſtians will not 
ſatisfy themſelves, with commending the zeal of thoſe 
who are generouſly giving their time and ſubſtance, 
and ſometimes venturing their lives, for the public 
good ; but that all who love religion and their coun- 
try will vigourouſly lend their afiſtance, in a cauſe 
wherein the honour of almighty God, and intereft of 
mankind are ſo much and nearly concerned ; eſpecially 
as a very heavy charge, which could neither be fore- 
ſeen nor prevented, lies upon a number of perſons whe 
are very ill ſuited to bear it, 


Thus 
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Thus have I fully acquainted you, my 
brethren, with every thing neceſſary for your 
information, at the deſire of this truly praiſe- 
| worthy, and publicly uſeful SoctETY.—All 
I ſhall further requeſt to the free and gene- 
rous contribution of your hands, is the affi- 
{tance and hearty concurrence of your pray- 
crs, for its increaſe, laſting continuance, 
and abundant ſucceſs —And that from the 
influence of its revival and example, many 
| ſuch may ariſe thro' the different and diſtant 
parts of this our finful, while highly favour- 
ed, diſtinguiſhed land; till vice, and every 
kind of iniquity, 1s driven into corners; and 
15 found or named no longer amongſt us— 
but the preſence, love and religious fear of 
Gov, and manifeſtations of his ſpecial fa- 
vour, be viſibly upon us, and his Holy Spi- 
rit abiding in us—going forth in his power, 
as in the days of old. 

And, O Lord hear0O Lord forgive—O 
Lord bearken, and do — defer not for thy own 
ſake, O our God !—for thy land, and this thy 
people, that are called by thy name. 

To whom Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, one 
only living and true God, be equal and undi- 
vided glory, praiſes, kingdom, and aommnr, 
uw, and for ever, 
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